DEEPER BIBLE STUDY

HEART WORK

WARNINGS FOR THE WICKED & PATIENCE FOR THE FAITHFUL | JAMES 5:1-12

DAY 1 — LOOK HERE, RICH PEOPLE
READ: James 5:1 & Luke 12:13-21

DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT:

Before we read these verses and quickly say, “Well, this is not about me, | am notrich,” we need to pause.
Compared to most of the world... we are. But James is not condemning wealth itself. The Bible never
does. What James is exposing is a posture—a heart that uses its resources, comfort, and influence purely
for self while ignoring God and others. The wicked rich in James 5 did not just have money. They had
money that ruled them. Their possessions defined them. Their comfort blinded them. Their pleasures
distracted them. And they were so consumed with all of it that they completely missed what was coming
for them spiritually. The dangerous question today is not “How much do | have?” It is “Who is in charge—
me or what | have?”

JOURNAL PROMPTS:
e [fastranger looked at how | spend my money, my time, and my energy this past month, what
would they say | am living for?
e Isthere something | own, want, or am working toward that has quietly started to OWN ME?
e Where am | most tempted to feel secure because of what | have instead of because of who God
is?

PRAYER PROMPT:

Father, | do not want anything in my life to rule me but You. Show me where | have let possessions,
comfort, or money quietly take a place that only belongs to You. | lay it down today. Give me eyes to see
what is really at stake, and a heart that is more in love with You than with anything | have. Amen.

DAY 2 — WEALTH THAT ROTS
READ: James 5:2-3 & Matthew 6:19-21

DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT:

Gold does not actually rust. James knew that. He used the image on purpose. He is saying that even the
things you think will never fail you... will fail you. Here is the gut-punch of these verses: the very things we
count on for security can end up testifying against us. The closet full of clothes you never wear. The
garage full of things you forgot you bought. The bank account you guard while people around you go




without. None of that is wrong by itself—but ALL of it is asking us a question: ARE YOU HOARDING OR
STEWARDING? Hoarding says, “This is mine and | will keep it for me.” Stewarding says, “This is God’s and
I will use it for His purposes.” God does not bless us so we can sit on it. He blesses us so we can be a
blessing. If your blessing stops at you... something is wrong with how you are handling it.

JOURNAL PROMPTS:
e Whatdo | own (clothes, gadgets, things) that | do not actually need and could either bless
someone else with or release?

e When was the last time | gave generously—not out of leftovers but out of real sacrifice? What does
that tell me about my heart?
e Where is God prompting me to move from HOARDING to STEWARDING in this season?

PRAYER PROMPT:

Lord, everything | have actually belongs to You. | am just a steward. Forgive me for the places | have held
on too tightly to what was always Yours. Show me how to give, how to release, and how to be generous in
ways that reflect Your heart. | want my life to bless people, not just impress them. Amen.

DAY 3 — THE CRIES HEAVEN HEARS
READ: James 5:4-6 & Proverbs 14:31

DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT:

There is a sobering truth in this passage: God hears what we think no one notices. The rich landowners in
James 5 thought they had gotten away with it. The workers were powerless. There was no court, no
recourse, no consequences. But James says heaven heard EVERY cry. And he calls God by a specific
name here—not Father, not Shepherd, but “The Lord of Heaven’s Armies.” The God who fights battles. The
God who has the power to act. How we treat people who cannot do anything for us tells the truth about
our walk with God. The server at the restaurant. The employee under us. The neighbor who is struggling.
The contractor we could underpay. The person who needs something from us with nothing to offer in
return. If God were to play back the way | treated people this week... what would He hear?

JOURNAL PROMPTS:
e Who in my life has less power, voice, or influence than | do? How do | treat them when no one is
watching?
e Isthere anyone | have wronged, underpaid, dismissed, or taken advantage of that | need to make
right?

e Howam lliving in luxury and self-indulgence while there are real people God has placed within my
reach who need help?

PRAYER PROMPT:

Father, You hear what | cannot hear. You see what | have looked past. Forgive me for the times | have
treated people poorly because | knew there would be no consequence. Open my eyes to the people You
have placed within my reach who need a glimpse of Your kindness through me. Make me a person whose
hands lift others, not crush them. Amen.




DAY 4 — PATIENT LIKE THE FARMER
READ: James 5:7-8 & Romans 8:24-25

DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT:

The hardest part of faith is rarely believing God can do something. The hardest part is waiting on Him to
doit. James points to a farmer because a farmer cannot speed anything up. He cannot rush the rain. He
cannot pull the harvest out of the ground early. But notice what the farmer does NOT do while he waits:
he does not curse the sky, dig up the seed every few days to check on it, or give up and burn the field.

He tends. He prepares. He trusts. He waits. Patient endurance requires three things: TRUST that God
knows the timing, WORK that does my part while | wait, and HOPE that keeps my eyes on the harvest, not
the dirt. What you are waiting on is not a sigh God has forgotten you. It is the soil where your faith is being
grown.

JOURNAL PROMPTS:
e What am | waiting on God for right now? Be specific.
e Whichis the hardest for me in this waiting season: TRUST, WORK, or HOPE? Why?
e Have |l been tending the soil in my waiting, or have | been digging up the seed? What does
“tending” look like for me right now?

PRAYER PROMPT:

Father, You see what | am waiting on. You know how tired | am, how tempted | am to rush things, and how
often | have wanted to give up. Help me to be like the farmer—to trust You, to keep doing my part, and to
keep my eyes on the harvest. Take courage rises in me as | remember Your promise: the coming of the
Lord is near. | will wait on You. Amen.

DAY 5 — DON’T GRUMBLE
READ: James 5:9 & Ephesians 4:29-32

DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT:

Notice who James warns us not to grumble against. Not the world. Not the lost. Not the wicked rich he
just rebuked. EACH OTHER. Our brothers and sisters in Christ. Here is the painful truth: when we are
under pressure, we tend to take it out on the people closest to us. The boss cannot be confronted, so the
spouse gets the confrontation. The world feels unfair, so the church family gets the criticism. Life is hard,
so we snap at the people we love most. James says, “The Judge is standing at the door.” That is a picture
of imminent return. The same Jesus who is our Savior is also our Judge. And when He comes—He will
judge how we treated each other, too. Patience is not just about how we wait on the Lord. It is about how
we treat each other WHILE we wait.

JOURNAL PROMPTS:
e Whois the person in my life who most often catches the overflow of my stress, impatience, or
frustration? What needs to change about how | treat them?
e Am part of any group chat, text thread, or whisper network that exists mostly to complain about
other believers? What is God saying about that?
e Isthere abrother or sisterin Christ | need to apologize to, stop talking about, or actively bless this
week?




PRAYER PROMPT:

Lord, forgive me for taking out my pressure on the people closest to me. Forgive me for grumbling against
brothers and sisters You died for. Help me to remember that You are standing at the door. Make me
someone who builds people up instead of tearing them down—especially when life feels heavy. Amen.

DAY 6 — ENDURANCE LIKE JOB
READ: James 5:10-11 & Job 1:20-22

DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT:

Job lost everything in a single day. His children, his wealth, his health, and his reputation. His friends
accused him. His wife told him to curse God and die. And still—he endured. Not perfectly. But he
endured. Here is what James wants us to see: suffering is NOT a sign that you are outside the will of God.
Some of the most faithful people in the entire Bible suffered the most. And God was working through
every bit of it. The story did not end in the suffering. The story ended in restoration. The God who LET Job
walk through the fire was the same God who walked WITH him through the fire. And He is the same God
watching over you right now. Your story is not over. Your suffering is not the final chapter. God is full of
tenderness and mercy—even when you cannot feel it yet.

JOURNAL PROMPTS:
e Where has suffering made me question whether | am still in the will of God? How does this
passage challenge that?
e Ifltake an honest inventory, has my suffering produced more bitterness in me or more endurance?
What does that tell me?
e Whatis one way | can intentionally remember that God is full of tenderness and mercy this week,
even when | cannot feel it?

PRAYER PROMPT:

Father, You are the God who walks WITH us through the fire. Thank You that suffering does not mean You
have abandoned me. Like Job, | choose to keep trusting You even when | do not understand. Renew my
hope. Remind me of Your tenderness. And help me to endure all the way to the harvest You have
promised. Amen.

DAY 7— LET YOUR YES BE YES
READ: James 5:12 & Matthew 5:33-37

DEVOTIONAL THOUGHT:

This verse seems random at first—until you realize it is the perfect ending to everything James just said.
Because here is what happens to us under pressure: we exaggerate to be heard, embellish to look better,
swear by something to be believed, make promises we cannot keep, and bargain with God to get out of
pain. Desperation tempts us to compromise. Suffering tempts us to make deals. Pressure tempts us to
say whatever it takes to get out. James says NO. Your integrity must hold steady even under pressure. The
mature believer does not need extra words to be trusted. Their YES is YES. Their NO is NO. Their life backs
up their mouth. Your character is not what you do when life is easy. It is what comes out of your mouth
when life squeezes you.




JOURNAL PROMPTS:
e Looking back over the past week, where have | exaggerated, embellished, or said something | did
not mean just to manage pressure?
e Isthere a promise | made—to God, to my spouse, to my family, to myself—that | have not kept?
What needs to happen?
e Now look back over the whole week of Heart Work. What is the ONE truth from James 5:1-12 that
God is asking me to walk forward with into the next season?

PRAYER PROMPT:

Father, | want my words to mean something. Forgive me for the times | have bent the truth, made
promises | did not intend to keep, or tried to use my mouth to escape what | should have endured. Make
me a person of integrity—whose yes is yes and whose no is no. Let my life back up my words, so that
when | speak, You are honored. Amen.




